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scribe in Egypt made a vocabulary of Egyptian words.'17 It
was not until the time of the heretic Pharaoh Akhnaton, in
about 1370 B.C., that Egypt began to lose grip of her provinces,
and the empire to decay. The famous i Amarnah Letters',
which were discovered in Akhnaton's short-lived capital at
Tell-el-Amarnah, have given the most vivid picture of
conscientious provincial governors making more and more
desperate appeals to a neurotic and apathetic Pharaoh for
troops and money to sustain the waning prestige of the impe-
rial power. There is even a letter from a Mitannian king,
Shubbilulier, who foresees a dangerous increase in the power
of Assyria if his support from Egypt is not renewed. His
worst fears were realized, for in the time of his son Murshilish
the Assyrian king Ashur-uballit made himself master of
Mitanni and put an end to the Mitannian dynasty.

With access to the raw materials which she so badly needed
suddenly renewed, Assyria from now onwards acquired the
status of a first-class military power. From about 1310 B.C.,
when Adad-nirari I was ruling in Ashur, history becomes
better authenticated, and for the next seven hundred years
the story of the Assyrian kings is recorded in considerable
detail. At the close of Adad-nirari's reign the Assyrian king-
dom extended westwards to the Euphrates, and northwards to
Carchemish, the modern Jerablus, where Sir Leonard Woolley
and T. E. Lawrence were excavating at the time of the out-
break of war in 1914. Adad-nirari also defeated a contem-
porary king of Babylon and made another favourable treaty.
He built largely in the city of Ashur and was responsible
for the construction of the famous quay-wall on the Tigris
which greatly facilitated the unloading of water-borne
merchandise. The stage was thus finally set for Assyrian
expansion, and when one of his immediate successors, Tukulti-
ninurta, was again victorious in a war with Babylon, the
kings of Assyria assumed the title * King of Sumer and Akkad '.

After a temporary loss of the initiative when Nebuchad-
nezzar I regained the independence of Babylon, the growth
of Assyria continued. In the last years of the twelfth century
Tiglath-pileser I extended his conquests to north Syria and to
Van, one of the two great mountain lakes in eastern Turkey.